
420 Breakspear Road 
Syracuse, New York, 13219 

March 4, 2000 

Re: Docket No. 99P-134O/CP 1 

Dockets Management Branch - 
--..- _. m.w,k”,smM ,i , __ ,. _.... I^__-- 

The Food and Drug Administration 
Department of Health & Human Services, RM. l-23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

I am requesting that you please place appropriate warning statements on the labeling 
of Calvin Klein’s “Eternity” fragrance products because such products contain toxic 
fragrance components. ’ . . 

Perfumes and colognes cause my sister to have respiratory infections and rash, and 
for me, give me headaches and nausea. 

Please help in this very serious matter. 

Very sincerely, 

Theodora Apostoio -~. - .. . * ‘-- - 
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Too much perfume can get 
; a person a bit choke$,vp 

Dear Ann Landers As I sat .in 
the doctor’s waiting room &day, 

.,- _ _ -,_ in walked a wom.an who smiled ._-- _ . . . . i 
pleasantly and took a seat next to 
me. Within a minute, I thought 
I’d pass out. She had on enaugh 
perfume to asphyxiate an arq~ 

First, I should tell ydu, I% a 
’ smoker, but I do try to be i%r-, 

spectful of others. I obey ahno- 
smoking signs and never light up 
in a no-smoking area, nor do I 
smoke in a group without as&g 
permission. My complaint is 
about women who douse them- 
selves in perfume. After being 
around them, I get choked upb 
the point where I can’t breathe, 
and I lose my voice. This. isex: 
actly what happened to me inthe 
doctor’s waiting room. 

I know I can’t be the only. p&- 
son in the world with this prob- 
lem, so please, Ann, print my jet- 
ter in your column. It would be a 
tremendous service to millions of 
readers. - D.P., Somewhere.in 
Texas 

Dear D.P.: I hope your letter 
.will alert millions of,readers..to -,“.. . 
the fact that a dab of perfume be- 
hind the ears i’s fine, but please, 
don’t drown in it. L1 ., 
Readers can write to Ann Landers-&, 
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 7Ofll,k 
Angeles, CA 90045. ..* 

. I’%. .,.. ‘2:; .x. “‘ : -q + z&L. ., I ^ ,_ _ 



hyntbetic Cbemitks 3 ‘0 
Mou*95%*fallingnditnou;adbytbc * 

Toxicit to the Nervous System * 
.Ttle arhml~yof-~s19s4mdy 3 

Asthma-causing 
72% ot asthma patients have~rttpinu4;ry ., 

~y==Qpcnrrr~-v-c’f 
‘hdcnn Jorcnrol tfbkdidne +a 1986$ 

Synthetic Scents Are Eve 
About 00% of the fta&anct T 

here 
dustq’s 

revenue is from jBcdb@$ plastics, fabxicsv 
clothing, tires, automobik 1LltMjors tobacco, soap, 
ckaningproductS,sneG&s,ao8~ob~ 



Twenty Most Common Chemicals Found in Thirty-One Fragrance Products 
1991 EPA study 

Rkmc~: ~K-C Wallace, Environmcnul won ‘Agency. phone (703) 349.8970 
Exce+ from ‘Health Hazard Information.’ Compikd by J&r Ku&II, Co-Chair. C&&cm/or u forie-Fnr M&n. Phone (4 IS) 485-6870 

Referwzcs: Afuwriuf S&V Lktro Shcrn (MSDS) 

Principal ct~~micals found in scented products arc - 
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ElIIYL ACETATE (in: afkr shave, cologne. perfume, shampoo, 
nail color, nail azamcl remover. fabric aoftcner. dishwashing liquid) 
- Narcotk On EPA Hazardous Waste list; “...ititating to the 
eyes and respiratory tmct” . . . “may uusc btadochc and narcosis 
(stupor)” . . . “&fatting effect on skin and may cause wng and 
cracking” . . . “may cause l ntmSa ~4th kukocytosis and damage to 
liver and kidneys” “Wash thoroughly @er hondlinp.” 

LIMONENE (in: perfume, cologne, disinfcuan~ spray, bar soap, 
shaving cream, clwdomnts, nail wlor and rwnovcr, fabric softener, 
dishwashing liquid, air frtshencrs, after shave, bleach. paint and 
vamich rcmwer) - Carcinogenic “tint irr wntacl with skin 
or eyes bcausc it is an irritant and sensitizer.” “Alwrryr wash 
thoroughly @Ier using lh& mater&l UKI &forr rating. drinking, 
. ..appQing cosmetics. Do nd inhale limonrnc vapor.” . 

LINALOOL (in: perfume, wlognc, bar soap. shampoo, hand lotion, 
nail enameJ_~mover. h&spray, !aundxy detergent. dishwashing 
liquid. vaseline lotion, air fresheners, blerch powder, fabric 
softener, shaving cream, after shave, solid deodorant) - Narcotic 

ACETONE (in- c~log& dishwashing liquid and detergent, aail 
.cnamcl vrno\-cr) -.On EPA, RCRA, CERCW Hazardous 

*- W8seljdr-canauscdrynccsofthelnouthrrdthro8t; 
?a 

BENZALBEHYDE (in: perfume, cologne, hairspray. laundry b&h, 
deodomnu. cktcl-gCrlS vasdinc loIhm, sh8ving frruD& stlmlpoo, bpr 
mp. disbwwkr ckwgcn~) - Nwcotic Scnsitlur. “Laal 
amsUmic, CNS depmssant”.. . %rilati00 to tbc mouth, &ml& 
eyes, skin, lungs. and Gl tract causing nausea and abdominal 
paIn” %ay caasc kidney damagc”“D0 not WC with contact 
knses.” 

BENZYL AcETAti (in: pcmunc. wlogrle, shampoo. fabric 
s&mm. stktjp air freshener, dishwashing &q$d md d&&&t, -- 
soap. hairspmy, bkach after shave, dccdoranu) - Car&&& 
(linked to pancreatic cnnrrr); Tram vapors: initatlng to tyes 
md rtspiratory passs~gcs. exciting cough.* “ln mice: hyperacmia 
of lhe lungs.” “Cm be absorbed through the skio amsing 

systcmk dkts” “Do twzjlush b tcwer.” 

BENZYL ALCOHOL (in: perfume. cologne, soap. shampoo, nail 
enamel remover. air freshener, laundry bleach and detergent, 
vaseline lotion, deodorants. fabric softener) - TrrG.at.ing lo the 
upper tapiratury tract” . . . “budachc, nausea, vomiting, 
dizziness, drop in blood pressure, CNS dcprrssion. sod de@: in 
ccvere cases due to respiratory failure.” 

CAMPHOR (in: perfume. shaving cream, nail enamel, fabric 
softener, dishwasher dekrgenf nail color. stickup air freshener) - 
“lo& Irritant and CNS stimulant” . ..“rwdily absorbed through 
body tissu& . . . “irritation of eyes, nose and throat” ,.,“dizziness, 
confusion, nausua, twitching mu&a and convulsions” “APO&! 
irfhalaliorI of vqpon.” 

ETHANOL tin: perfume, h&spray, shampoo, fabric softener. 
dishwashing liquid and detergent, laundry dktcrgent, shaving cream. 
soap. vasclinc lotion. air f=shcnen. nail color and remover, paint 
and varnish remover) -On EPA Hazardous Waste lid, symptons: 
“...ktiguc; irritating to eyes and upper rcspimtory tract rwn &I 
low c0uc!r~ns...- - lu&iation ofcfhand.vapws car, how 
c;llccrs simiii~~ to those chfxocteristic of ingestion. These include u) 
initial stimulatory effect followed by drowsiness, imp&cd vision, 
atad, stupor...” Chscs CNS disorder. 

. . . ‘respiratory disturbances” . . . “Attracts bees.” “In animal tests: 
l laxic gait, reduced spoolancous motor activity and depression . . . 
development of respiratory disturbPnccs leading lo de&.” . . .“dc- 
pressed frog-hurt activity.” Causes CNS disorder. 

METHYLENE CHLORIDE (in: shampoo, cologne. paint and 
varnish removct) - Banned by the FDA In 1988! No enforcement 
possible due to tradedecret laws protecting chtmical fragrance 
indust+ On EPA, RCRA, CERCLA Ii~znrclous Waste lists. 
“Carcinogenic” . . . “Absorbed. stored in body fat. it metabolizes to 
carbon monoxide, reducing oxygen-carrying capacity of the blood.” 
“Headache, giddiness, stupor, irritability, fatigue, tingling in the 
Umbs.” Causes CNS disorder. 

a-PINENE (in: bar and liquid soap, cologne, perfume, shaving cream. 
rkodorano, dishwashing liquid, air freshener) - Sensitiur 
Gfamuging lo tie immune system). 

g-TERPINENE (in: cologne, perfume, soap, shaving cream. 
dwdomnt. air freshener) - “C~UKS asthma and CNS disotdets.” 

a-TJZRPiNEOL (in: perfume, cologne, laundry detergent, bleach 
powder, laundry bleach, fabric softener. stickup air freshener, 
vaseline lotion, cologne, soap, h&spray, after shave, roll-on 
dwdomnf) - . . . “highly irritating IO mucous mcmbmr+‘... 
“Aspiration inlo the lungs can produce pneurkonitis oFeven fad 
tduna.” Can also cause “u&met, Maxia (loss of muscular 
coordination), hypothermia, CNS and rupimtory depression, 
md hcadncbe.” “Prwnf repeated or prolonged skin contacf.” 

Vnabk lo secure MSDSJor thr@lawing chtmkds: 
I&CIWW &ClTRONELLOi; l&h%&& tiR6L; OtZIhUDB bP~HYLALCOHOL; r-TERPINOLEhZ 

“. ^ 11”). c * : ~ c..,\* -I L3*,- ;~~a;,,~~~~,~r,-~*,~,.~ W#~. . ..>a&“.“l(* ^ .- ’ 

l 95% of chemicals used in fngnnczs arc synthetic compounds derived l 

from petroleum. Tbcy include benzene derivatives, aldchyda and 
An FDA uulyrir (1968-1972) of 1Js compounds used in corm&s 

many othu known toxics and sensitizers - capable of causing ancer, 
th+ moslfitqurnfly involved advenr mwions, identified five 

binh defccu. central nervous system disorders and allergic nrctions. 
chemicals (alp&tcrpincol, bcnzyl acetate, bcnzyl alcohol, 

Neurotoxhs: At hne oud rhr Work&cc, Report by the Commlttte 
limoncm ad linalool) that 8rc among the 20 most commonly used in 

on Science It T&mology, US. House of Represent&es, Sept. 16, 
the 31 fragmnce pruducu tcsld by the EPA in 1991! 

1986. (Rcporl99-827) 
l ‘fhirty-three million Americans suffer from sinusitis (inflammation or 

* 4Zenurl Nvvous System disorders (brain and spine) include Multiple 
inlenion of sinus passages). 

Scltrosis. Parkinson’s Disuse, Alzheimcr’s Drsure. Sudden Infant 
l Ten million Americans have asthma. Asthma and arihmr dcalhs have 

Duth syndromt. 
incrrucd over 30% in the past 10 years. 

l 

l Chlotofotm wzs found in tests of fabric softeners: EPA’s 1991 study. 
Headaches wst $50 billion in losl produclivity and medical expenses 

l A room containing l air freshener had high levels of p-dichlorokn- 
and lS7 million ion work days in 199 1. “Focus on Fmprance and 

xm (a carcinogen) and ethanol: EPA ‘s 1991 study. 
Health,” by ‘L&se KOSLI. 771r Humon Eco!o@, Fall 1992. 

:,;i;i.., 
. ’ ‘.,‘. ‘: ,I __ 




